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NATIONAL APPROACH REQUIRED TO ENSURE PROTECTION OF
RETIRED RACEHORSES

If there is one issue in racing where a national, coordinated effort is required, it
is horse welfare. On one hand, it is the issue that can help ensure the industry’s
future. Alternatively, it can lay the foundations for the sport’s demise.

The recently released report titled ‘A Framework for Thoroughbred Welfare’
puts forward over 40 recommendations to help ensure our horses are treated
well post their racing lives. The report rightly states that to make such an
objective achievable, it is essential that a national approach be taken to monitor
horse’s movements (tracking) and to set and enforce appropriate standards of
care.

The 7.30 Report in 2019 was a catalyst for the industry to act. It was an eye
opener for many, both inside and outside the racing industry, that too many
horses were being mistreated after they finished racing. Since then the state
racing authorities have ramped up their efforts on welfare.

While funds have been applied to the topic with the best of intentions, the lines
between expenditure on welfare and expenditure on protecting racing’s brand
have become blurred. Supporting “off the track” activity or acquiring diagnostic
equipment for horses destined for major races is certainly welcome and no
doubt can promote the image of our industry. However, it is more to do with
protecting racing’s brand (PR) rather than addressing the vital needs of all
thoroughbreds.                        

                                                                                              Continued Page 2. 
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VINA SENA
1600m 2yo Maiden, Dundalk

Trained by Henry de Bromhead 

Continued from Page 1.  

At the heart of an effective welfare policy is the simple
objective to know where each horse is and to know
that that horse is being well cared for. With today’s
technology, this is not difficult. A combination of
microchips and apps can make the task simple for
both the horse owner and the organisation
responsible to oversee welfare. The tracking
information can then be stored within a national
register, whereby authorities can ensure the suitability
of each horse’s whereabouts, flagging parties which
may pose a risk to a horse’s welfare. Ironically, a
national approach is likely to be cheaper than the
accumulated piecemeal approaches taken by the
individual state authorities.

 On a smaller scale, over two years ago, OTI
introduced its own tracking and monitoring
program for horses that no longer bore our
colours. It has not only worked very well, but it is a
great source of pride to our owners and staff.
Indeed, with the help of dedicated people outside
of OTI, we have been able to buy back older horses
that predated our welfare program and introduce
them into it. 

This experience has shown that, while people
taking our horses have a range of expectations for
them, they embrace the concept of ‘ongoing care’
and are willing to keep OTI informed of their horse’s
condition. Despite OTI offering funding assistance
for horse’s requiring care, the costs of operating
the program have been lower than expected

For the recommendations of the Industry Welfare
Report to be implemented and then work
efficiently, it must be championed by all state
authorities. Failure by them to develop a co-
ordinated (National) program will not only show
racing’s distractors that we are not serious about
welfare, but it will surely lay the groundwork for
more 7.30 Report style presentations – each one
providing the ammunition for governments to take
control of welfare, given that we have not been
prepared to do it ourselves.
                                                      
                                                   Terry Henderson

 

State authorities could still conduct the brand welfare
initiatives to support a positive image of racing and
increase the demand for retired racehorses, but the
critical work of managing the effective welfare
program can only be done by a national body. Ideally
that should be Racing Australia, however until it
overcomes its current unworkable structure, an
interim task force should be established to ensure
implementation of the Welfare Report. At the
appropriate time it can be moved across to Racing
Australia.

 

Fastnet Tempest with Jessie Smith in Victoria 

Casterton at Twin Hills Stud
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OTI WINNERS 

LADY LAGUNA
1100m 2yo Handicap, Rosehill
Trained by Annabel Neasham

VINA SENA
1600m 2yo Maiden, Dundalk

Trained by Henry de Bromhead 

At The Valley on Friday
Last-start maiden winner EIDOLON is looking to
prove himself up in class when he takes his place in
the 1600m 3yo Benchmark 64 (6:10pm). In what looks
an even field, the Busuttin & Young camp is confident
of a good showing from our horse, who has continued
to train on well since his Mornington success.

DAQIANSWEET JUNIOR bounced back to form at
Pakenham last time out when showing great tenacity
over the final stages. That performance indicated that
he’s ready to step out in trip, which he’ll be afforded
the chance to do in the 2040m Benchmark 70
(9:10pm). It would not surprise those connected to
see this NZ-bred stayer right in the finish again.

At Flemington on Saturday
Progressive is a word that accurately describes
SEAWHATYOUTHINK, who looks to be well-suited by
the rise in trip that he’ll face in the 2500m Benchmark
78 (2:20pm). All signs are positive leading into the
race, so we hope to see this son of So You Think relish
the open spaces of headquarters and give his patient
owners some deserved city success.

At Randwick on Saturday
Though he’s yet to live up to expectations this
preparation, we hope to see ATTORNEY hitting the
line well in the 1600m Group 2 Villiers Stakes
(4:40pm). With gear applied and freshness on his side,
trainer Matthew Smith expects to see our horse
working home well in preparation for the Group 3
Summer Cup over a more suitable 2000m in a
fortnight’s time.

At Gold Coast on Saturday
A delayed return due to the Ipswich meeting being
abandoned, we’re looking forward to seeing what
TRENCH WARFARE can achieve in Queensland as he
gets his campaign underway in the 1200m Class 2
(5:49pm ADST). New trainer Matthew Dunn has been
pleased with our horse’s work leading in and wouldn’t
be shocked to see him win over what may be seen as
an unsuitable journey.

 
 
 

VARDANI
1700m BM64, Warrnambool

Trained by Archie Alexander



 

 

A CONVERSATION WITH TOM REILLY 

OTI spoke with the TBA and Aushorse CEO to learn more
about the workings of the industry behind the scenes. 

On his early years
I grew up in London and my upbringing was in no
sense horsey. My father, though, was an avid race-
goer and punter so I would regularly join him on trips
to Sandown and Kempton. 

On what drew his interest in the sport 
I think it was the whole spectacle. The horses and
their beauty, as a child I would always want to study
them in the mounting yard before a race; but also
the jockeys; the colour; the characters you’d see at
the track. Pat Eddery was my absolute hero, I had a
bedroom wall devoted to him and remember crying
myself to sleep when he lost the jockeys title on the
final day of the season to Steve Cauthen.

On his career path to his role as CEO TBA &
Aushorse
After university I did the British Horseracing
Authority’s Graduate Program and toyed with the
idea of being a racing journalist, but I thought I’d be
much better prepared for that if I’d actually worked in
racing. So I wrote to every trainer in Europe with
more than 80 horses begging for a job, but having
never sat on a horse the replies I got were all
rejections.

Eventually Luca Cumani gave me a job and I started
out mucking 20 boxes a day. I slowly learned to ride
(badly) and do the other jobs in the yard. All up, I
spent three years working ‘hands on’, including a year
in America, before waking up one day and
questioning what I was doing. 

I had a friend who was a journalist at the Daily Mirror,
so I did a week’s work experience and was hooked.
Twelve years later (having never been a racing
journalist) I was editor of the Sydney Morning Herald
newspaper and got approached about this role. As a
journalist you always have in the back of your mind,
‘what will I do when this ends?’ To me that was always
likely to be something in racing, so when the offer
came I decided to take it.

On the role of the TBA & Aushorse
Thoroughbred Breeders Australia is the peak body for
the breeders and, put simply, its role is to ensure we
have a sustainable industry. That means dealing with
politicians on a range of issues from visas, to funding,
to access to equine vaccines; working with the racing
authorities on areas such as regulation; as well as
developing strategies to improve access to staff,
equine welfare and even mental health.

As for Aushorse, its role is to generate more
investment into the Australian thoroughbred industry.
We try to ensure that everyone in world racing knows
Australia is the best place to race or breed, while
domestically we focus on helping new owners into the
industry.

On the difficulties behind the scenes for the
industry through the pandemic
Probably the biggest challenge was ensuring the
movement of mares around the country, so that the
last two breeding seasons were largely unaffected. In
2020 governments were in a state of complete flux,
there were multiple agencies and departments
involved, so the goal posts were constantly moving. In
Queensland alone I had to deal with six different
departments to get the exemptions to move mares
approved. This year should have been easier, but with
new variants and greater lockdowns it still soaked up a
lot of energy and time.

The TBA also had an important role in providing sound
advice to members on running their farms in Covid, as
well as helping breeders with guidance on how to
access government funding and providing members
with template documents they could use to run their
businesses (for movement of mares and staff).



 

 

A CONVERSATION WITH TOM REILLY 

Continued.

On the newly released independent Equine
Welfare Report 
Essentially the report highlights the need for the
creation of a framework where horses are protected
by enforceable standards at all stages of life and up to
their death. 

It takes a holistic view and spells out
what we need governments to help us with. Key
elements include ensuring we know what happens to
our horses after they leave the industry, investing more
in rehoming and retraining, providing a safety
net for horses that get into poor situations after
leaving racing, and having a national welfare body to
drive improvement across the country.

I’d encourage everyone who’s passionate about the
industry to read it.They can find it at
thoroughbredwelfareinitiative.org.au. 

It’s incredibly comprehensive as the panel that wrote it
received more than 180 submissions and met with
more than 50 groups or organisations.

The feedback has been overwhelmingly positive and
I’ve had conversations with nearly every racing
authority in which they’ve been supportive. However,
anybody who follows racing here will appreciate driving
a more national approaching will not be without
challenges.

On the future of Australian racing 
The prize money here in Australia is astounding – we now
have 72 races worth $1 million or more - but I have
concerns whether we have enough investment in
strategies that secure the long-term future of racing and
breeding. For example, where is the national strategy to
ensure we have enough staff to support the industry? 

I’m not sure there are even coherent state strategies for
this. TBA runs a program called Fast Track that has done
a great job bringing new people into breeding, and
there’s a cadetship with Thoroughbred Industry Careers
that also does really valuable work attracting new people.
But these aren’t going to tackle the problem of a
nationwide industry with huge shortages.

In the UK, where the prize money is very poor compared
to here, there is still investment in projects to make sure
the industry is sustainable: two racing schools churning
out track riders and stable staff, a graduate program to
attract young talent to fill management roles in
administration, an industry funded safety net for
thoroughbreds that need help after leaving racing, and a
body to promote racing to the wider public.

I’ve lived in Australia for 14 years and, as much as it
saddens me to say it, in that time I think racing has
become less relevant to mainstream Australia. I am sure
more of the riches from the sport should be invested
into reversing this trend.

 OTI QUIZ

Which horse did recently retired Glen Boss
last ride?
Which daughter of Choisir won both the Myer
Classic and Doncaster Handicap in 2010 and
2011 respectively? 
Where is Elwick Racecourse?

1.

2.

3.

NAME THE RACECOURSE? 

Hint - South Island

https://thoroughbredwelfareinitiative.org.au/


OPPORTUNITIES REMAIN IN MELBOURNE CUP WINNING RELATION  
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FILM RECOMMENDATION - DREAM ORS

Choisir wasn’t the greatest horse or even the greatest
sprinter. Nor was he the greatest sire. But he was a
great ambassador, a trail-blazer, a horse whose deeds
at Royal Ascot in 2003 were a significant point in history
for Australian racing; how we perceived ourselves and
how the world perceived us.

Because of Choisir, we became recognised as the
world’s speed capital. Because of him, others had a go.
He became the first of many star Australian sprinters to
venture to the world’s greatest festival of racing and
showcase our strength and speed.

If Choisir hadn’t gone, maybe Takeover Target, Scenic
Blast and Miss Andretti would not have either. If Choisir
had not just blazed the trail but proved how it could be
done, maybe Peter Moody would have erred on the
side of caution and kept Black Caviar home.

Choisir died on Tuesday up at Coolmore Stud at the
age of 22. As a stallion, Choisir was somewhere
between bread and butter and outstanding. He sired
100 stakes winners all over the world. His progeny
included Starspangledbanner, who followed his dad’s
trail to the UK many years later, winning what Choisir
couldn’t, the July Cup at Newmarket.

The racetrack was where Choisir blazed his legend. He
was a big, mature chestnut, the best yearling of his year
at the Inglis Summer Sale according to Mike Moroney,
who was underbidder. He was bought by clients of
Newcastle trainer Paul Perry and his physical maturity
made him a top class two-year-old.

He should have won the 2002 Golden Slipper, flashing
home for third, and was similarly stiff in the Caulfield
Guineas later that year. He lost a feature sprint at
Flemington in one of the worst protest decisions of all-
time but it was his penchant for the straight that played
some role in the decision to send him to the Royal
meeting in 2003.

Speaking on RSN this week, Perry recalled the great
adventure of ’03 where he and son Shannon decked
themselves out in hired top hat and tails for the first
time, twice in the same week.

 

Choisir was a 30-1 longshot for the King’s Stand on the
Saturday, quite a bit shorter five days later in the Golden
Jubilee. He won both, bolting in the first, with ex-pat
Aussie caller Jim McGrath hollering “step aside Phar Lap”,
and scraped home in the second.

Perry said the UK odyssey was “one of the greatest times
you could have. ”Choisir was prepared for Ascot from a
relatively small barn at Newmarket. “It is such a home for
horses there at Newmarket. You see these big teams go
out and get trained, it was quite a time,” Perry said. 

Shannon Perry spent a fortnight with Choisir prior to the
race meeting and spent much of his time visiting
bookmakers, plonking on Choisir. “He went to every
betting shop in Newmarket and he got them all,” his
father said.

While the mission was uncharted territory, there was
great confidence in the Choisir team. He was flying at the
time. Horses can only go so fast and he was really going
good,” Perry said. 

Choisir had caused a stir when he ambled into the Ascot
parade ring; a chestnut monster among much smaller UK
sprinters. He “owned” both races that week, surging to
the front from the start.

“When we allowed him to run along instead of training
him to settle, he thrived,” he said.

Choisir was not an all-time great, although as a sprinter
he was close to it; better than Scenic Blast, about as good
as Takeover Target, no Black Caviar.

But he was more important than any of the rest. As far as
Royal Ascot goes, he was the first.

 

MATT STEWART ON CHOISIR



 

 

NOTES TO LINDSEY SMITH

An exciting middle-distance prospect by the name of NOTES emerged in New Zealand,
and OTI through agent Phill Cataldo were very keen to secure him after a most

impressive hands and heels ride to victory on his second start. WATCH
 

Closely related to Princess Jenni, he appears to possess the qualities, as well as the
pedigree necessary to take him to stakes level. 

 
NOTES will be trained in Warrnambool by Lindsey Smith, who continues to have
excellent results in Victoria since setting up a base two years ago. With the varied

training facilities including access to Lady Bay Beach, NOTES will be given every chance
to develop into the top level middle-distance horse we believe he is. 

 
After acclimatising to his new environment, NOTES will be aimed at an autumn

campaign, with the hope he will quickly reach city class.
 

For more information: oti@oti.com.au

 ~ Promising three-year-old arrives in Australia ~ 

https://vimeo.com/650166804/9b889cb8b5
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204/425 Docklands Drive | Docklands | VIC | 3008 | Australia
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OTI QUIZ ANSWERS
NAME THE RACECOURSE?
Cromwell, Central Otago.
Racing was first staged in 1862. The recent Cromwell Cup run
over 2030m was won by Wannabe 'N' Paris.

Spanish Mission
Sacred Choice
Tasmania

1.
2.
3.

Three-time Group 1 winner GAILO CHOP has been under the tutelage of Dale Plumb for a
year since his retirement from the track, and he is adapting well to his 

new life as a show horse.
 

Dale, who is based near Cranbourne has had 1000's of racehorses through his care, and
has been impressed to date with Gailo. Spotting him first on TV, Dale was taken with the

way Gailo Chop carried himself. 
 

"You are looking for an elegant swan. They don't always run fast but Gailo Chop did. If you
can see them trotting across the screen, it is real bonus as you can really see how they

move." 
 

At the weekend Gailo Chop took part in his first event, the Racing Victoria Off The Track
December Show in Werribee. 

 
Fourth on debut, he enjoyed the experience, and behaved well in his new surroundings.  

 
"We've been doing light flat work and he is really starting to learn about it all. He sits in a

lovely frame. We will look to do another show before the end of the year, and next year we
will enter some shows where he will be ridden."

 
Click here for more information on the OTI Equine Welfare Program. 

GAILO CHOP STARTS SHOW CAREER

https://www.oti.com.au/equine-welfare/

