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NSW Racing’s decision last Tuesday to relieve travel restrictions on
Victorian horses half an hour after acceptances closed for one of
Sydney’s major race days was either an unfortunate oversight or
a petty act, unbecoming of good leadership or sportsmanship.

If the former, a simple apology to the connections (that include OTI)
would do wonders. If the latter, NSW Racing should seriously
question the true intent of those responsible for the decision. On the
surface it would appear to be using power for power's sake.

Racing Victoria was not the loser, it was the trainers and owners who
work and invest in the industry. European racing jurisdictions look
with envy on many aspects of Australian racing. Yet, despite the
significant achievements, especially in NSW, our leaders appear to be
more concerned with fighting amongst themselves than developing
our sport.

It’s time this stopped. Industries prosper when leaders harness the
combined forces of sectors available to them. It does not mean that
everyone has to agree on all issues. What it means is that
parochialism and self- interest takes second place to the broader
issues that develop and protect.

One final question vexes many. Who or what gave NSW Racing the
authority to override Section 92 of the Australian Constitution, a
section specifically designed to ensure that the actions taken by
organisations likely to impede the free movement between states
was prohibited?
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Runners around the world this weekend for OTI 

Overnight in Ireland at Dundalk 
EAGLEMONT runs in the 2400m 3yo+
Handicap for Joseph O'Brien and Mikey Sheehy.
A winner at the track last week, we hope he can
repeat the performance albeit in a more
competitive contest.  

Tomorrow at Flemington
ROMANCER runs in R3 1400m Listed Paris
Lane Stakes for Grahame Begg and Jordan
Childs from barrier 7.  He is in good shape, and
should be fighting out the finish.  
HAKY runs in R6 2510m GR3 The Bart
Cummings for Archie Alexander and Declan
Bates from barrier 6. After a disappointing last
start we hope to see him bounce back to form. 
YOUNG RASCAL lines up in the 2510m GR3
The Bart Cummings for Archie Alexander and
John Allen from barrier 5. Ground conditions
may be a touch too firm but a change in riding
tactics should suit him. 

Tomorrow at Randwick
AZURO runs in R8 GR1 The Metropolitan over
2400m for Ciaron Maher and David Eustace
with Louise Day from barrier 21. This should set
him up nicely for the St Leger Stakes in two
weeks time. 
GREY LION is 2nd emergency to start in R8
2400m GR1 The Metropolitan for Matt Smith,
and after his gallant 3rd last week we are
hopeful he can get a run. 

Tomorrow Murtoa
BARADE starts in the 2050m Murtoa Cup for
Archie Alexander and Neil Farley from barrier 1.  
Well weighted, we are hopeful of a big run.  
KING OF CAMELOT races in the 2050m
Murtoa Cup for Jamie Edwards and Zac Spain
from barrier 10. He continues to be in good
form at home, and we hope he replicates it on
the track. 

OTI NEWS

EAGLEMONT 
2150m 3yo+ Handicap 

Dundalk
Trained by Joseph O'Brien

WINNERS

ATTORNEY
2400m Colin Stephen Quality GR3

Rosehill
Trained by Matthew Smith

On Sunday at Kyneton
SLEEPLESS races in the R6 1875m BM64 for
Archie Alexander and Neil Farley  from barrier
3. A nice staying prospect, he should run well.  

On Sunday at Northam
OUR INSIDER runs in R4 1000m Class 3
Handicap for Lindsey Smith and Jade McNaught
from barrier 4. We expected him to bounce
back.

Next Week
LA RECONQUISTA may make her Australian
debut at Goulburn in the 1200m maiden for
John O'Shea. A recent arrival to Australia from
France, she has thrived since arriving, and we
look forward to seeing her debut.  



A CONVERSATION WITH ANNIE ALEXANDER 

On her childhood
I was born in Norfolk, England. We always had horses
and ponies around the place, so I learnt to ride very
early on. We did a lot of hunting growing up which led
into point to pointing and National Hunt racing.

On her riding experience
I mainly rode as an amateur jumps jockey in point to
points (3 mile steeplechases) in both England and
Ireland. I was extremely fortunate to ride some very
good horses to become Irish Lady point to point
champion in 2013.

On moving to Australia
I actually came to Australia to work for Archie! He had
just started training and my background was in the
business side of racing. A mutual friend put me forward
as someone that could help with the admin side of
things. We later found out that she had thought all
along that we would be a good match!

On her role at Alexander Racing and baby Theo 
I manage the business side of things and ride a bit of
trackwork when needed. I think Theo was about 6
weeks old when my doctor gave me the all clear to get
back out riding. We are very lucky with Theo as he is a
very sociable child and is happy to hang out in the
stable with the ground staff (who are all extremely
friendly and tolerant too!) while I ride out. He absolutely
loves ‘helping’ out and he adores the horses

On what she believes makes Archie succeed 
It is all he has ever wanted to do – I think that is such
an enviable and admirable trait in a person; that they
have had a dream their whole lives which they have
gone out there and worked incredibly hard and with
focus and dedication to make happen. He is so
incredibly hard working and is a perfectionist to a fault
when it comes to his horses. Whenever it is an ‘office’
afternoon for him, you can guarantee you will find him
out in the stables within an hour of sitting at his desk,
he’s probably just mucking out a box or putting a rug
on a horse, but he just loves being around them and
making sure they are being looked after to the highest
of standards.

...and his worldwide experience
The experiences of working for so many top trainers
and seeing that they all do things completely differently
is such a valuable lesson. There is no one right way of
training a racehorse. if something isn’t working for a
horse, he’s always open to change; be it in its work
routine, where it lives or even just changing who rides
it, he will persist until he works it out.

On what riders look for in the mornings 
I tend to ride a lot of the older horses as opposed to
the yearlings or 2yos, so I suppose with them, when we
know their level of ability, it is more about reading their
attitudes. It is really valuable to get to know a horse and
what is their ‘normal’ in terms of character, attitude,
action etc, so you can then gauge whether they are in
form or not.

On all the poms in Australian racing
Home and Away is a really big show back at home and
the majority of poms don’t realise that Summer Bay is
not an accurate representation of the whole of
Australia. So, it is with dreams of riding trackwork in the
morning and surfing in the afternoon that initially lures
the poms over! In all seriousness, the racing industry
here does look after its participants well in terms of
working conditions and work/life balance and I think
that in itself is a huge appeal. I think when it comes to
poms wanting to train in Australia over England, a big
factor is that it is a much more accessible industry here
in terms of it having such a wide appeal among the
general public and it not being seen as an elitist
sport/hobby, which lends itself to being more open to
giving new, young trainers a chance. That, and the
generous prize money on offer, mean it is much more
viable making training work as a business over here.

Annie, Archie, Theo and Young Rascal 



MATT STEWART

For three years, these late nights under doonas
on the couch have been galloping towards
Sunday’s Arc.  A few of my mates also fell under
Enable’s spell. We’ve been rueing for weeks that
our Enable all-nighter down at the Sandy Club
has been curtailed by coronavirus. We briefly
considered an eight-way Zoom party but I’m yet
to hear of a Zoom party that has been anything-
but a technical failure.

I’d warned the kids to sleep through Saturday to
be right for the big night but then I read earlier
this that Ghaiyyath and Magical won’t be racing
against Enable in the Arc. Then, Love. This has
barely raised an eyebrow in Europe, which is
bloody odd because for the last few months the
Arc story has been all about Enable going out
with a bang. And by a “bang’’, I mean beating all
the horses we’ve also come to love and respect.

The kids have also been up late watching
Ghaiyyath. They yelled tele when Ghaiyyath
rolled Enable at Sandown a few weeks back and
we’d marked down early Sunday morning as a
night for revenge. But he’s not there. Nor
Magical. Nor Love. Now the rain is tumbling
down in Paris, so much so that it’s looking more
like Noah’s Arc. We’ll still stay up and watch,
because we love Enable. But the blockbuster
swansong now feels a little less epic.

Matt Stewart on the
2020 Prix de l'Arc de
Triomphe, and
Enable's swansong. 

I love Enable so much that I used to make my
kids stay up after midnight to watch her race, to
share the love.  If their eyes became droopy, I’d
poke them in the ribs so they stayed the
midnight course. When their grades began to
suffer because of sleep-deprivation, I’d comfort
them. I’d say: “You may never be Prime Minister,
because your grades absolutely suck, but at least
you can tell your grandkids you saw Enable.’’

After three or four of these Enable all-nighters,
the kids cottoned on. They loved her swagger.
Enable would almost waddle into the paddocks
at Chester, The Curragh, Ascot and Sandown,
and the kids would be mesmerised. Young Max
would wipe the sleep from his eyes and say
“she’s bigger than the boys dad!’’ Ollie just
reckoned Enable was beautiful. I thought so too.

In fact, I don’t think I’ve ever seen a horse as
beautiful. Maybe one. I discovered Ruffian on
YouTube a few weeks back. I’d never heard of
the great American filly from the 1970s until I
stumbled across a doco about her epic but ill-
fated career. She was really something, a
towering Black Beauty.

Enable was the same. The paddock was a
catwalk. She’d stop and pose and raise her lovely
head, then wander about some more, then
canter off to the starting gates with Frankie
perched on top, smiling and proud. She’d smash
her rivals with a relentless gallop and me and the
kids would stagger off to bed long after midnight,
dog-tired but grateful.



When did you first get interested in racing? 
I grew up near Cambridge and first went the races at nearby Newmarket aged about 10.
Who is your favourite horse to date in the racing world?
All oldies from the UK, Brigadier Gerard, Dahlia, and probably top of the lot Grundy.
Who was your first winner and where was it? 
Midnight Wine on a very cold midweek race day at Geelong.
Who is the most successful horse you have owned?
Grey Lion.
What race would you most like to win? 
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth stakes at Ascot, but realistically the Caulfield Cup.
When you win that special race, how would you celebrate? 
Watching the replay ad nauseam with friends and several good bottles of red.
Who is your favourite jockey?
Craig Williams.
What race track / meeting / carnival do you enjoy attending?
Flemington Cup week, especially Derby Day.
What do you enjoy about European racing?
The history of the UK and French racecourses and the variety of the tracks make for a very
challenging test of champion middle distance horses.
What do you enjoy about Australian racing? 
The accessibility for all participants, overall quality of racing, the relative affordability of
ownership, prize money.
Who are you most looking forward to seeing race over the 2020 Spring? 
Harbour Views.
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GET TO KNOW YOUR FELLOW OTI OWNERS - ROBERT HANMER

Robert Hanmer grew up in the UK and moved to
Australia from London in 1995. He has lived in
Sydney, Melbourne and Singapore, working in the
commodity trading industry for metals, oil and gas.
He has travelled extensively in the Americas, Asia,
and Europe and is now happily based in Sydney. Robert Hanmer (right) Matt Smith and Attorney

1.Which horse running at Randwick
tomorrow is one of only four horses to
have beaten Enable? 
2. Who is the sire of Verry Elleegant?
3. Who trained GR1 Goodwood
Handicap winner Velocitea?- By Galileo out of Another Storm

- 3rd The Bart Cummings GR3
- Born in Ireland 

WHO IS THIS? QUIZ



OPPORTUNITIES REMAIN IN MELBOURNE CUP WINNING RELATION 
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OTI PURCHASE 2YO COLT OTTOMAN EMPEROR

QUIZ RESULTS

Johnny Murtagh to train 2yo colt who impressed in the Dundalk trials last month.

Raheen House
Zed
Mick Price

1.
2.
3.

A very good second to a smart performer trained by Joseph O'Brien, OTTOMAN EMPEROR
is a son of Excelebration, out of Ibiza's Empress who is herself a winner over 1600m and

from a family of stakes placed performers including IBICENCO, who won the Geelong and
Sandown Cups for OTI owners. 

Johnny Murtagh's training career continues to flourish, and he recorded his first Group 1
success last month at the Irish Champions Meeting. From an OTI perspective, he has done a

very good job training MIRANN for our partners. 

A loose limbed, athletic colt with a good temperament, OTTOMAN EMPEROR will be given
time to fill his frame and we will look forward to seeing him debut at the start of his 3YO

season. 

For more information: oti@oti.com.au 


