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Upcoming OTI Runners

OTI Fun and Games

When the Good Lord returns for the second coming, there’s no doubt
he’ll return as the Melbourne Cup handicapper. With the knowledge
of what’s happening worldwide, a thorough comprehension of history
and the ability to logically stave off any criticism, he’s ideally qualified
for the job.

Handicapping racehorses is possibly the most thankless job in racing.
In recent times, the progressive rating of horses has made it far
simpler for the ‘run the mill’ races throughout the year. One may
argue on how much or how little a horse’s rating may change from
race to race, but at least one can then calculate how much weight
he’ll be given for its next run.

When it comes to the Melbourne Cup however, all that goes out the
window as horses from foreign lands, racing with completely different
handicapping systems, need to be merged with the locals.

The handicapper knows that within hours of weights being released,
he’ll be called upon to justify why so and so has been given too much
or too little weight. When subsequent penalties are warranted, he’ll
go through the same process again.

In summary, the handicapper’s role is to use all resources available to
come up with weights that, in theory, have all the horses going over
the line together. That’ll never happen. So until the Good Lord returns
and applies for the job, we’ll have to be happy with Greg Carpenter
and his team. They’re the next best thing!
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This weekend will see runners for OTI in
Australia and France. 

At Caulfield
GALLIC CHIEFTAIN runs in R7, the Group 3
MRC Naturalism Stakes over 2000m for
Archie Alexander with Damian Lane in the
saddle from barrier 6. He is in great form at
home, and we would be hopeful of another
good run like last year when he finished 4th
in the race. 
HAKY also runs in R7 G3 MRC Naturalism
Stakes for Archie Alexander with Declan
Bates riding from barrier 12. The horse is in
super form at home and is looking better
week on week, but the draw has not been
kind. 

Tomorrow in France, at Mont-de-Marsan
SCHWANENSEE may run in R8 2400m 3yo
Maiden for Antoine de Watrigant, and
jockey Alejandro Gultierrez Val. She will
require the rain to arrive at the track in
order to run, and will learn from the
experience. 

On Sunday at Armidale
AU PAIR has been accepted to run in the
1300m Maiden for trainer Will Freedman.

OTI NEWS

THREE MINUTES WITH 
MATT STEWART

Following John Messara’s fascinating
op-ed in Thoroughbred Daily News
this week, Matt Stewart discusses

the value of maintaining the Pattern
in racing.

WATCH

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Is there a topic you'd like covered, or
someone you'd like interviewed in
future editions of the OTI Gazette?

Let me know
hermione@oti.com.au

QUARANTINE NEWS

A total of 29 horses entered the 
 quarantine stables in England this week

ahead of their journey to Australia. 
Amongst the 29 horses were OTI's SAN
HUBERTO, TRUE SELF, MR SATCHMO,
SOUND OF CANNONS and the recently

acquired SELINO. 

Strict protocols are in place at the
quarantine facility at Side Hill Stud in

Newmarket, with staff wearing specialist
clothing. The horses exercise on the Jockey

Club Estate Gallops in the afternoons,
when the rest of the Newmarket equine

population is resting after exercising in the
morning. 

https://www.oti.com.au/3-minutes-with-matt-stewart-the-importance-of-the-pattern-system-in-racing/


On his childhood
I was born on the Gold Coast, shortly after I arrived we
moved to Geelong, Victoria where dad started training so I
didn't have much choice when it came to being at the
stables. I didn't think I would ever end up training, I loved
racing & the entire industry but my love for the actual
horse didn't really kick in until my late teens. On the way
home from the races on a bad day I still curse my dad for
not being a builder or an accountant!

On what he loves about his profession
I get to spend every day with a fantastic bunch of people
who share a common love for the sport, then head off to
the races and share a moment with people that they never
forget, whether it's a maiden in the country or a group
race, nobody forgets the day their horse won and to be
apart of that and share the day is something pretty special.

On his proudest achievement to date
I think taking the punt on moving to Albury, setting up here
and the team we have created both for horses and people
is what I am most proud of. It was a big challenge and it
came with its fair share of risk but I look at what's around
me now and feel extremely proud. G3 Typhoon Tracy
Stakes (Almighty Girl) and the 2020 Country
championships here at Albury (Sky Call) are also big
highlights.

On his mentors 
Russell Cameron played a very big part in me wanting to
become a trainer, I admired what he could do with a horse
and his eye for a yearling.

On recently moving his training operation to Albury
The landscape of racing has changed so much in Victoria
over the last 10-15 years, we see a lot of the bigger stables
in the country, and with the closure of Caulfield, I sensed
the city pushing out would only become stronger. In this
day and age, we can deliver a solid training/owner
experience digitally and I can achieve that here in Albury
without the massive overheads. Location wise it allows me
to access both Melbourne and Sydney.

On the change of routine being out of the city
I didn't realise how miserable I was training in the city, I
would fall asleep at the dinner table at 7.30 pm & be up at
3 am 13 days a fortnight, you just accept it as the 'norm'
because this is the profession you chose. I have so much
more energy now, my staff are happier and most
importantly safer working in daylight. As an industry it is a
massive issue we need to address to attract the next
generation of participants.

On the lure of the Country Cups
For me, I would much prefer to win a country cup than a
Saturday metro race. These are meetings where people
fall in love with racing. The whole town shuts down and
people all dressed up heading to the track, even if it's only
for that one day a year. It's pretty awesome.

On 2020
It's certainly been a rollercoaster, we stopped training
here in January for a few weeks because of the smoke. It
took us a few months to get back on track, and then 
Covid hit in March and things started to get pretty crazy. 
I haven't been able to leave NSW since March, and had to
get a new vet, farrier & dentist. My staff living on the Vic
side of the border have had to pack up and live in
temporary accommodation here in Albury, we had 
over 26 horses trapped in Victoria that were unable 
to return back.

On when border restrictions were eased
It was like Christmas! The relief of my business being able
to get back to normal. I had a lot of empty boxes and
really avoided putting any of the staff off. You work so
closely with these animals they become part of the family
so to have so many of them away for so long, it was just
such a relief to have them home again.

On how to he spends his free time
I had 20 horses in work in Melbourne and didn't have time
to sleep. I have 45 in work now and have more time for
myself than ever. I play a bit of golf (poorly) and get away
most weekends when I don't have runners. Training here
has really made me realise that one of the most important
things in this business is looking after your own mind &
health.

On how he would like to see Mitch Beer Racing in 10
years
I look around at the moment and I don't think I would
change much at all. Everyone could always do with a few
more fast ones but I love what I have here and feel
extremely satisfied. I wanted to take on the world when I
first started and nothing was enough, but I'm glad at 31
my attitude towards my business has changed. A Winx
along the way though would be nice!!!

A CONVERSATION WITH MITCH BEER



We are used to busy feature race-days – not least
because the Everest and the Caulfield Cup will clash
on 17th October – but last weekend in Europe was
something else again.

In England, Saturday was the culmination of the four-
day St Leger Meeting, its highlight, of course, being
the world’s oldest Classic. Ireland had its two-day
Irish Champions’ Weekend. In France Sunday was ‘Arc
Trials Day’ at Longchamp featuring what one might
call dress-rehearsals for ‘Arc Weekend’ three weeks
later. The same day in Germany saw the finale of the
country’s premier race-meeting, the Baden Baden
Summer Carnival, featuring the country’s premier
weight-for-age event, the Grosser Preis von Baden.

While one could have been bamboozled by so much
top-class sport, the best approach was to luxuriate it
in: a glut of Group One action means a glut of
excitement and a glut of achievement.

As so often happens, much of the achievement was
registered by the O’Brien family. For years that meant
Aidan, who has been Europe’s most successful
trainer for longer than some of the game’s younger
fans have been alive, notwithstanding that he is still
aged only 50. However, after a time his eldest son
Joseph came along and became a champion jockey
and then Joseph’s younger brother
Donnacha did the same.

Joseph and Donnacha are now trainers (with the
former, of course, having already won a Melbourne
Cup, with Rekindling in 2017) and all three made
headlines last weekend. On Saturday Aidan won the
Irish Champion Stakes with Magical, while Joseph hit
the jackpot in England, courtesy of Galileo Chrome’s
success in the St Leger. He had already won the St
Leger as a jockey (on Leading Light in
2013) and this made him the first man to take the
great race in both roles since Harry Wragg, who won
it twice as a jockey (on Sandwich in 1931 and
Herringbone in 1943) and then saddled Intermezzo
to take the prize under Ron Hutchinson in 1969.

No round-up of high achievement, though, can end
without a tribute to Pat Smullen, the nine-time Irish
champion jockey who succumbed to pancreatic
cancer on Tuesday aged only 43. Best known in
Australia for guiding four-time Irish St Leger winner
Vinnie Roe into second place behind Makybe Diva in
the 2004 Melbourne Cup, Smullen won big races all
around the world, including the biggest of them all in
2016: the Derby at Epsom on Harzand.

Since his retirement in 2018, though, we have
discovered that Smullen was at least as great a
human being as he was a rider. He faced terminal
illness with mind-blowing fortitude, raising millions
for cancer research and being the embodiment of
the lines, “All of life is froth and bubble / Two things
stand alone / Comfort in another’s troubles / Courage
in your own”.

On Tuesday, as the President of Ireland Michael
Higgins hailed Smullen’s achievements and offered
condolences to his family, we were left to reflect on
the observation of another former Irish champion
jockey, Johnny Murtagh. Educating and training young
people is never straightforward and according to
Murtagh, it couldn’t be simpler: “If you got a young
jockey in and you said, ‘Just be like Pat Smullen’, you
wouldn’t have to tell them anything else”.

In 2019 Pat received a Cartier Award of Merit. This
video was made for the occasion. WATCH 

JOHN BERRY
Sunday was an even greater day for the O’Brien
family as all three trained a Group One winner. Aidan
sent Mogul over to France to take the Grand Prix de
Paris while back home Joseph and Donnacha
supplied the winners of Ireland’s two biggest two-
year-old races, the former winning the National
Stakes with Thunder Moon and the latter sending out
Moyglare Stud Stakes heroine Shale.

https://youtu.be/y-SJqtyZjYo
https://youtu.be/y-SJqtyZjYo


OTI are delighted to obtain a 2YO colt by Jakkalberry out of Micro Explosive who is a close relation to OTI
owned NZ Derby winner Vin de Dance.

A flashy chestnut colt with a striking blaze, he will be trained by Mitch Freedman in Ballarat.

From a family of consistent black-type performers, his dam Micro Explosive is the full sister to Listed
winner Extra Explosive, as well as being a sister to Explosive Dancer, dam of NZ Derby winner Vin de

Dance.

The colt has since spent time in Mitch Freedman's Ballarat stables following his education period with
Ben O'Farrell. Mitch's thoughts can be heard in the below video.

FUN & GAMES

For more information oti@oti.com.au

WHO IS THIS? NAME THE RACECOURSE

OTI TO RACE 2YO JAKKALBERRY COLT WITH MITCH FREEDMAN

- By Germano out of Crakastar
- Winner of $710,867
- First GR3 Premiers Cup and Listed Caloundra Cup 

Hint - Also know as Fannie Bay Racecourse

WATCH

Who is the sire of 2020 English St Legar winner Galileo Chrome?
Who trains Begood Toya Mother?
Fierce Impact is the only son of Deep Impact to win three Group 1's. True or False?

1.
2.
3.

https://mistable.com/site/video/key/97885eca166d7c2505ee626d17e0030a/id/c3f30151a8d2b5e740d705b961fa398a


OPPORTUNITIES REMAIN IN MELBOURNE CUP WINNING RELATION 
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OTI has partnered with WORLD HORSE RACING
to follow the Melbourne Cup journey of some of

our international runners. 

WORLD HORSE RACING is the most viewed
racing platform in the world via the social media

channels of Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and
YouTube. 

Follow their journey from quarantine in Europe
to the first Tuesday in November at Flemington. 

OTI Management Pty. Ltd. 
204/425 Docklands Drive | Docklands | VIC | 3008 | Australia

oti@oti.com.au |+61 (0) 3 96700255
hermione@oti.com.au
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QUIZ RESULTS

WATCH

 Australia
 Daniel Bowman
 True

1.
2.
3.

WORLD HORSE RACING

@WHR @worldhorseracing World Horse Racing

Darwin, Northern Territory.

Famous for the annual Darwin Cup run on the
first Monday in August, with the first running
being in 1956.

The track itself is unique being an oil mixed sand
track, with a home straight of 340 metres.

https://twitter.com/WHR/status/1306020221979955202

